
Sec. 5.2200. (C-O) COMMERCIAL OFFICE DISTRICT. 

 
Sec. 5.2201. Purpose. 

This district is intended to provide an environment desirable for and conducive to development of office and 
related uses adjacent to the central business district or other major commercial cores. In addition, certain other kinds 
of uses are permitted under conditions and standards which assure their compatibility with a general concentration of 
office use as well as with the medium and high density residential districts which will often adjoin the C-O district. This 
district will generally serve to providea transition from, and occur between, the commercial core and residential 
districts. 

 
Sec. 5.2202. Approvals required. 

No structure or building shall be built or remodeled upon land in the C-O district until Development Review 
[Board] approval has been obtained as outlined in article I, section 1.900 hereof. 

(Ord. No. 3225, § 1, 5-4-99) 

 
Sec. 5.2203. Use regulations. 

A.   Permitted uses.  Buildings, structures, or premises shall be used and buildings and structures shall
hereafter be erected, altered or enlarged only for the following uses:   

1.   Business and professional. 

a.   Business college, limited to the teaching of office and business practices and skills. 

b.   Corporate headquarters, which may include transient residential units only for employees on 
a site of twenty (20) acres or greater. 

c.   Office, business: Any office in which chattels or goods, wares or merchandise are not 
commercially created, displayed, sold or exchanged, except commercial uses appurtenant 
thereto, such as restaurants, cocktail lounges, gift shops, newsstand, smoke shop, barbershop,
beauty parlors, and small retail shops, provided the entrance of such accessory uses shall be
from the interior of the building, lobby or arcade, and there shall be no exterior advertising. 

d.   Office, professional, for: Accountant, architect, chiropodist, chiropractor, dentist, engineer,
lawyer, minister, naturopath, osteopath, physician, surgeon, surveyor, optometrist, veterinarian. 

e.   Office, semi-professional, for: Insurance broker, public stenographer, real estate broker, 
stockbroker, and other persons who operate or conduct offices which do not require the
stocking of goods for wholesale or retail, but shall not include barber, beauty operator,
cosmetologist, embalmer or mortician except as provided in subparagraph (b) hereof. 

f.   Optician (limited to prescription work only). 

g.   Laboratories: Medical, dental, blood bank. 

h.   Physiotherapist. 

i.   Studio: For professional work, or teaching of any form of commercial or fine arts, 
photography, music, drama, dance, but not including commercial gymnasium, dance hall or job
printing. 

j.   Hospitals for animals including boarding and lodging; provided that there shall be no open 
kennels maintained and provided that all facilities will be in soundproof buildings. 

k.   Museum, library, post office. 

l.   Broadcasting station and studio, radio or television, but not including sending or receiving
tower. 
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m.   Private and charter school having no room regularly used for housing or sleeping overnight. 
Subject to Development Review Board approval and compliance with standards including, but 
not limited to, the following as well as those otherwise required in the district. 

(1)   Location: All proposed private and charter schools shall be located a minimum of 
five hundred (500) feet from any adult use. 

(2)   Lot area: The minimum lot area shall be equal to that required for the district, except 
that no lot shall be less than forty-three thousand (43,000) square feet (net). 

(3)   There shall be no outside speaker system or bells, if the school building is within 
one hundred (100) feet of a single-family dwelling or multifamily dwelling unit. 

(4)   Open space: Per underlying zoning district open space requirements. All NAOS 
requirements of the district must be met and may be applied towards the overall open 
space requirements subject to compliance with NAOS standards. 

(5)   Parking: Parking shall observe the front yard setbacks of the district for all 
frontages. One-third ( 1/3) of the required parking may be shared parking with other 
establishments present on site. Parking shall be located and screened per the 
requirements of the district. 

(6)   Outdoor recreation area: All outdoor playgrounds and recreation areas shall be 
enclosed by a wall or fence sufficient in height to protect the safety and welfare of the
students and shall be located within the side or rear yard. Any playground or outdoor 
recreation area shall be located a minimum of fifty (50) feet from any residential district
and screened by a minimum six-foot high wall. 

(7)   Drop-off area: A drop-off area accommodating a minimum of five (5) vehicles shall 
be located along a sidewalk or landing area connected to the main entrance to the 
school. This area shall not include internal site traffic aisles, parking spaces, fire lanes, 
etc. 

(8)   Any public trails or pedestrian connections shall be incorporated into the site plan 
and approved by the Development Review Board. 

(9)   Circulation plan: The applicant shall submit a circulation plan to insure minimal 
conflicts between the student drop-off area, potential van and bus drop-off area, parking, 
access driveways, pedestrian and bicycle paths on site. 

2.   Retail. 

a.   Art gallery. 

b.   Establishments primarily supplemental in character to other permitted principal uses, such
as: Pharmacy, apothecary shop, sale of correction garments, prosthetic devices and optical
goods. 

c.   Blueprinting, printing, lithograph, publishing or photostating. 

3.   Service. 

a.   Banks, finance offices, lending institutions, stock brokerage firms, savings and loan 
associations and credit unions. 

b.   Churches and places of worship. 

c.   Day care center, if the drop off or outdoor play area is more than one hundred (100) feet 
from a residential district. 

d.   Wireless communications facilities; Types 1, 2, and 3, subject to the requirements of 
Sections 1.906, 3.100 and 7.200. 

e.   Racquet, paddle or handball courts (indoor only). 

f.   Telephone answering service. 

g.   Temporary buildings for uses incidental to construction work, which buildings shall be 
removed upon completion or abandonment of the construction work. 
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B.   Uses subject to a conditional use permit.     

1.   Corporate headquarters which includes transient residential units only for employees on a site of 
less than twenty (20) acres. 

2.   Day care center, if the drop off or outdoor play area is within one hundred (100) feet from a 
residential district (see section 1.403 for criteria). 

3.   Funeral home and chapel. 

4.   Hospital. 

5.   Municipal uses. 

6.   Wireless communications facilities; Type 4, subject to requirements of sections 1.400, 3.100 and
7.200. 

7.   Private club, fraternity, sorority, and lodges. 

8.   Research and development facilities. 

(Ord. No. 2394, § 1, 9-16-91; Ord. No. 2430, § 1, 1-21-92; Ord. No. 2858, § 1, 12-5-95; Ord. No. 3048, § 2, 10-7-97; 
Ord. No. 3034, § 1, 11-4-97; Ord. No. 3103, § 1, 1-6-98; Ord. No. 3225, § 1, 5-4-99; Ord. No. 3493, § 1, 3-4-03) 

 
Sec. 5.2204. Property development standards. 

The following property development standards shall apply to all land and buildings in the C-O district: 

A.   Floor area ratio.  In no case shall the gross floor area of a structure exceed the amount equal to six-
tenths multiplied by net lot area in square feet.   

B.   Volume ratio.  In no case shall the volume of any structure exceed the product of the net lot area in 
square feet multiplied by 7.2 feet.   

C.   Open space requirements.     

1.   In no case shall the open space requirement be less than fifteen (15) percent of the net lot 
area for zero (0) feet to twelve (12) feet of height, plus five-tenths percent of the total site for 
each foot of height above twelve (12) feet. Open space as defined in article VI. 

2.   Open space required under this section shall be exclusive of parking lot landscaping 
required under the provisions of article IX of this ordinance. 

D.   Building height.  No building shall exceed thirty-six (36) feet in height except that within one
hundred (100) feet of any R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-4R or M-H district no building shall exceed twenty-four 
(24) feet in height and except as otherwise provided in article VII.   

E.   Yards.     

1.   Front Yard. 

a.   No front yard is required except as listed in the following two (2) paragraphs and in 
article VII hereof, unless a block is partly in a residential district, in which event the front 
yard regulations of the residential district shall apply. 

b.   A minimum of one-half of the open space requirement shall be incorporated as 
frontage open space to provide a setting for the building and a streetscape containing a 
variety of spaces. 

c.   Where parking occurs between a building and the street a yard thirty-five (35) feet in 
depth shall be maintained. This depth may be decreased to a minimum of twenty (20) 
feet subject to Section 10.402.D.3. 

2.   Side Yard. 

a.   A side yard of not less than fifty (50) feet shall be maintained where the side of the 
lot abuts a single-family residential district or abuts an alley which is adjacent to a single-
family residential district. The fifty (50) feet may include the width of the alley. 
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b.   A side yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet shall be maintained where the side 
lot abuts a multiple-family residential district. The twenty-five (25) feet may include any
alley adjacent to the multiple-family residential district. 

3.   Rear Yard. 

a.   A rear yard of not less than fifty (50) feet shall be maintained where the rear lot abuts 
a single-family residential district or abuts an alley which is adjacent to the single-family 
residential district. The fifty (50) feet may include the width of the alley. 

b.   A rear yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet shall be maintained where the rear 
lot abuts a multiple-family residential district. The twenty-five (25) feet may include any
alley adjacent to the multiple-family residential district. 

F.   Distance between buildings.     

1.   There shall not be less than ten (10) feet between an accessory building and a main building 
or between two (2) main buildings, except that an accessory building with two (2) or more open
sides, one (1) of which is adjacent to the main building, may be built to within six (6) feet of the 
main building. 

G.   Walls, fences and required screening.     

1.   Walls, fences and hedges not to exceed eight (8) feet in height shall be permitted on the 
property line or within the required yard areas, except within the required frontage open space, 
within which they may not exceed three (3) feet in height, or except as otherwise provided in 
article VII. 

2.   All mechanical structures and appurtenances shall be screened as approved by the 
Development Review Board. 

3.   All storage and refuse areas shall be screened as determined by Development Review 
[Board] approval. 

4.   All operations and storage shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building or 
within an area contained by a wall or fence as determined by Development Review [Board]
approval or use permit. 

H.   General provisions.  Other requirements and exceptions as specified in article VII.   

I.   Access.  All lots shall have frontage on and have vehicular access from a dedicated street, unless a 
secondary means of permanent vehicle access has been approved in the development review or 
subdivision plat.   

(Ord. No. 1840, § 1, 10-15-85; Ord. No. 2818, § 1, 10-17-95) 

 
Sec. 5.2205. Off-street parking. 

The provisions of article IX shall apply. 

 
Sec. 5.2206. Signs. 

The provisions of article VIII shall apply. 

Page 4 of 4SCOTTSDALE ZONING CODE - ARTICLE V. DISTRICT REGULATIONS

1/31/2007 10:10:57 AMhttp://library1.municode.com/mcc/DocView/10075/1/290/295


